
Why study geese on Bylot Island?   ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓵᕆᔭᐅᕙᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᐅᑉ ᐊᑭᐊᖓᓂ?
Frédéric LeTourneux1,2, Gilles Gauthier1,2, Josée Lefebvre3

321

Snow geese have become very abundant since
the end of the 20th century.
ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᓪᓚᕆᔅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐃᓱᓕᓯᒋᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 1900 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖁᑎᕕᓂᖏᑦ. 

Important stress on  Arctic vegetation.
ᐊᑑᑎᖃᓪᓚᕆᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᐊᔅᓱᕈᓐᓇᖅᑎᑦᑎᓲᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑑᑉ 
ᐱᕈᖅᑐᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

Impact on farmland production in Québec and 
the USA.
ᐊᑦᑐᐃᓂᖃᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᐱᕈᖅᓰᔨᑦ ᓄᓇᖏᓂᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᓰᕝᕕᐅᓇᓱᓲᑦ 
ᑯᐸᒃᒥ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᓪᓗ ᓄᓇᖏᓐᓂ.

Hunting regulations in the south were changed
to control the population

• New spring hunt in Québec since 1999.
• Extended winter hunt in the USA since

2009 

ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᓐᓂᖏᓄᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᕋᓛᑦ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓈᓂ 
ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᓄᖅᓯᓗᐊᓕᒻᒪᑕ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᑦ.  
• ᓄᑖᒥᒃ ᐅᐱᓐᖔᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᖢᓂ 

ᑯᐸᒃᒥ ᑕᐃᑲᓐᖓᑦ 1999−ᒥ.
• ᐅᖓᕙᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᖁᑎᖏᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ 

ᒥᐊᓕᒐᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᓇᖏᓂ ᑕᐃᑲᓐᖓᑦ 2009−ᒥ.

BACKGROUND ᓇᑭᓐᖔᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓ

We study the impact of hunting in the south on 
goose populations and their breeding habitat on 
Bylot Island.
ᖃᐅᔨᓵᕆᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᕗᑦ ᐱᓇᔪᑦᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖏᓐᓂ 
ᑲᖑᖏᑕ ᐅᑎᖅᑕᓲᖑᔪᑦ ᑕᒪᐅᖓ ᐃᕙᔭᖅᑐᒐᔪᑦᑐᓪᓗ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᐅᑉ 
ᐊᑭᐊᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᓱᕐᕋᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᒻᒪᖔᑕᓗ.

Annual reproduction
• Monitoring of the number of goose nests, 

number of eggs per nest and hatching 
success 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᖑᐊᕋᓕᐅᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ
• ᖃᐅᔨᓵᕆᔭᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᐃᕙᕝᕕᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᖃᔅᓯᓂᒃ 

ᐃᕙᒐᔪᒻᒪᖔᖏᑕ ᖃᓄᑎᒋᓗ ᑲᖑᐊᕋᓐᖑᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᓐᓇᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᖏᑕ. 

MAIN ASPECTS STUDIED ᐊᒡᒍᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓗᓕᖏᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓵᖑᓯᒪᔪᑦ

It is important to keep monitoring this population to 
assess the effect of sport’s hunting in the south and 
ensure that the population is maintained at a level to 
avoid  deterioration of its habitat. 
ᐊᑑᑎᖃᓪᓚᕆᒻᒪᑦ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑦᑎᒋᐊᒥᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓵᕆᔭᐅᓂᖏᑕ ᑲᖑᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ 
ᑕᒫᓂ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᓇᑦᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᖃᓄᖅ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᑲᖑᕋᓱᓐᓂᕆᓲᖏᑦ 
ᓄᓇᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑦᑐᐃᓂᖃᒻᒪᖔᑦ ᑖᒃᑯᐊᓗ ᑲᖑᖏᑦ ᐸᖅᑭᔭᐅᓂᖃᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᑲᔪᓯᔪᓐᓇᐃᓐᓇᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᖅᐸᓯᒋᐊᖏᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᒥᒃ 
ᓇᔪᖅᑕᒥᓂᒃ ᓄᖑᓴᐃᓗᐊᖁᓇᒋᑦ.  

Research will help maintain healthy goose 
populations and habitat and ensure that Inuit 
traditional activities can be sustained in the future.
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᐃᓂᖃᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᐸᖅᑭᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ 
ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᑦ ᓇᔪᖅᑕᖏᑕᓗ ᓄᓇᖏᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐊᑐᖅᐸᑦᑕᑐᖃᖏᑦ ᑲᔪᓰᓐᓇᕈᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᕆᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ 
ᐱᖅᑯᓯᒥᑎᒍᑦ. 

ᐊᐅᓱᐃᑦᑑᑉ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᔾᔪᐋᖓᑦ 

ᐃᕙᕝᕕᐅᒐᔪᑦᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᐃᑦ 

ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᒃ 

ᑲᓇᑕ

ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖓᔪᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᐅᖃᑎᒌᑦ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᒃᑯᑦ 

ᑯᐸᒃ

ᑕᖃᐃᖅᓯᕝᕕᒋᔭᖓ ᓄᓇ 

ᐅᑮᕝᕕᒋᓲᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᐃᑦ

ᐊᑭᐊᓂ

Annual survival
• Banding of geese
• Recapture of banded individuals
• Recovery of banded birds by hunters

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ ᐆᒪᐃᓐᓇᓐᓂᕕᓂᖏᑦ
• ᓇᒡᒍᐊᒻᒥᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ.
• ᓇᒡᒍᐊᒻᒥᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᓐᓂᖏᑦ.
• ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑎᓄᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᔭᐅᓂᑯᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᓇᒡᒍᐊᒻᒥᖏᑦ ᐅᑎᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ.

Breeding habitat
• Comparing vegetation between plots 

grazed by geese and protected from grazing

ᐃᕙᕝᕕᐅᒐᔪᑦᑐᖅ ᓇᔪᒐᐅᓲᖅ ᓄᓇᖓ
• ᓴᓂᕌᒍᑦ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᖏᑦ ᑕᑯᓇᑦᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᑯᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᓂᖃᐅᔪᓄᑦ 

ᑲᖑᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓯᔾᔭᐃᒃᑯᓯᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓗᖏᓂᒃ.

The total greater snow goose population is surveyed every spring in 
southern Quebec
ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐃᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᑦ ᓇᐄᓴᖅᑕᐅᖏᓐᓇᓲᑦ ᐅᐱᓐᖓᔅᓵᑕᒫᖅ ᐊᖅᑯᓵᓕᕌᖓᑕ 
ᐅᖅᑯᖅᐸᓯᐊᒍᑦ ᑯᐸᒃ

Population size stopped increasing
after introduction of the spring hunt and extended season in the 
USA.
ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒥᓲᕈᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᑕᐃᓐᓇᓐᓂᑰᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓴᖅᑮᒐᒥᒃ 
ᐅᐱᓐᖔᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑕᐅᔾᔪᑎᖏᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓂᖅᓴᖅ ᐱᓇᔪᑦᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᓐᓂᖏᓄᑦ 
ᐅᓪᓗᖁᑎᖏᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᕆᐊᖅᑕᐅᒐᒥᒃ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᒃᑯᓐᓂ. 

Population size goal
ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᓄᑦ ᐊᑦᑎᒋᓂᖓᑕ ᑎᑭᓐᓇᓱᐊᒐᖓ 

Destruction of habitat due to goose grazing at La Pérouse Bay.
ᓱᕋᒃᑎᖅᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᓇᔪᓲᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᐃᑦ ᑲᖑᑦ ᓂᖅᐸᔪᑦᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᕕᔅᓱᒐᓐᓂᒃ 
ᑕᐅᕙᓂ ᓚ ᐱᐅᕉᔅ ᐃᑉᐱᐊᔾᔫᔭᖓᓂ.
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