
Lemmings are the main prey of many 
predators such as arctic foxes [1] and snowy 
owls [2].   

By defending its own nest against all predators [5], 
the snowy owl also protects goose nests close by [6]. 

What would happen to predation in the changing Arctic tundra? 
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Climate change can trigger an increase in rainfall during 
the short Arctic summer but we do not know much how 
this will modify predators and their prey.  

Prey-predator interactions are very dynamic and current climatic changes can alter them in complex manners.  

Eggs of greater snow geese [3] are also 
eaten by arctic foxes, but especially 
when lemmings are scarce [4].  

ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒧᓪᓕ, ᖃᐅᔨᓵᕆᔭᑦᑎᒍᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ 

ᒪᖁᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᖃᑦᑕᓐᓂᐊ ᐃᑲᔪᐃᓲᖅ ᑲᖑᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᕙᕝᕕᖓᑕ 

ᖃᓂᒋᔮᒍᑦ ᐃᒥᕈᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᕿᒪᔅᓯᒪᑯᑖᒋᐊᖃᕋᓂᐅᒃ 

ᑎᕆᒐᓂᐊᓄᑦ ᓇᕆᐊᖅᑕᐅᔭᖏᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ.  

ᐊᕕᙵᐃᑦ ᓂᕿᓪᓚᕆᒋᔭᐅᓲᖑᒻᒪᑕ ᓂᕿᑐᖅᑎᓄᑦ 

ᓲᓪᓗᓕ ᑎᕆᒐᓂᐊᑦ [1] ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᑦ [2].  

ᓴᐳᒻᒥᕆᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᕙᕝᕕᒥᓂᒃ ᓂᕕᐅᕆᔭᖃᓲᖑᒻᒪᑕ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂᒃ 

ᓂᕿᑐᖅᑎᓂᒃ [5], ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᖅ ᐱᔮᕆᓇᓂ ᖃᓂᔅᓴᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᑲᖑᓐᓂᒃ 

ᐃᕙᔪᓂᒃ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᕆᖃᓯᐅᑎᓲᖅ ᓂᖃᐅᔭᐅᓂᖏᑕ [6]. 

ᒪᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ [3] 

ᓂᖃᐅᓲᖑᒋᕗᑦ ᑎᕆᒐᓂᐊᓄᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ 

ᐱᓗᐊᒻᒪᕆᒃᑕᐅᓲᑦ ᐊᕕᖓᑭᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖓ. 

[4].  

ᓯᓚᐅᑉ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓ ᐊᐅᓚᔾᔭᐃᒋᐊᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᖏᓕᒋᐊᓐᓂᒻᒥᒃ 

ᒪᖁᖃᑦᑕᓐᓂᐊᑕ ᓯᓚᖓᑕ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑑᑉ ᐊᐅᔭᕆᑲᐃᓐᓇᓲᖓᒍᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ 

ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓗᐊᖏᑦᑐᒍᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᓂᕿᑐᖅᑏᑦ ᓂᕿᒋᓲᖏᑕᓗ 

ᐊᓯᔾᔨᐅᑎᒋᖃᓯᐅᑎᒐᔭᖅᑕᖏᑦ.  

For now, we only measured that higher rainfall 
can benefit geese because they can drink 
close by their nest and expose it much less to 
arctic foxes. 
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