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ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᓐ! Thank you!

ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᒃᓴᖃᕈᕕᑦ? ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ
ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕆᒃᓯ!

Questions? Contact us!
ᐊᐅᔭᖓᒍᑦ 2008, ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑐᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᑦ
ᓅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 262-ᒥᒃ 1228-ᒧᑦ ᑭᓛᒥᑕᒥᒃ
ᐅᖓᓯᓐᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐃᕙᕝᕕᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ 2007-ᒥᑦ. 
ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐃᓐᓇᕆᓪᓗᑎᒍᑦ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓘᑉ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖓᓂᒃ
ᓇᓂᓪᓗᑎᒍᑦ ᐱᑭᐅᖏᑦ 7 ᑲᑎᔅᖢᒋᑦ 8-ᖑᔪᑦ
ᑎᖕᒥᐊᓂᒃ, ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᑦ
ᐃᕙᐃᓐᓇᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᐃᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ
ᐅᖓᓯᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᓂᒃ. ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᑦ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓘᑉ
ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖓᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᕙᓂᖅᓴᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᓪᓗᒍ
ᐊᕕᓐᖓᐃᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᖅᓯᒪᒻᒪᕆᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᓄᓇᖏᓐᓂᒃ
ᑕᐅᕙᓂ 2008-ᒥᑦ.

ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᑦ ᐅᑎᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ
ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒧᑦ ᒪᔾᔨᐅᑉ ᓄᕐᖑᐊᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ
ᓱᒃᑲᓂᖅᓴᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓅᖦᖢᑎᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒧᑦ
ᐅᑭᐊᒃᓵᒃᑯᑦ ᓅᒃᑕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ. ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂᒃ
ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᒻᒧᑦ ᓅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ
ᐅᐊᓕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᒧᑦ ᓇᕈᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕗᖔᓗᒃ. 
ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᑎᖕᒥᐊᑦ ᓅᑦᑕᕈᓐᓃᖅᖢᑎᒃ
ᒪᐃᖑᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 

Marking site (July 2007)  
Settling sites (May 2008)

ᓈᓚᐅᑎᓕᖅᓱᕐᕕᒃ (ᔪᓚᐃ 2007)

ᐃᕙᕝᕕᒋᔭᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᐃᑦ (ᒪᐃ 2008)

Birds started moving north in late March 
and moved more quickly than in fall. All 
birds moved to Baffin Island except one 
that went to Prince Patrick Island in the 
Western Arctic. Most birds settled in May.

In summer 2008, marked owls settled 
between 262 and 1228 km from where 
they bred in 2007. We visited all sites on 
Baffin Island and found a nest for 7 of the 
8 birds, confirming that owls can breed in 
consecutive years in far apart areas. Owls 
bred on Baffin Island because lemmings 
were very abundant there in 2008.
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Effect of transmitters on 
owls

The Snowy Owl is an elusive bird of the 
tundra known for having erratic movements. 
In summer 2007, we equipped 12 adult 
female Snowy Owls with harness-mounted 
radio transmitters on Bylot Island. We 
studied the migratory movements of these 
birds, identified their wintering habitat and 
determined the distance between breeding 
sites in consecutive years.

ᐊᕐᕕᓂᓖᑦ ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᑦ ᑕᑯᓪᓗᒋᑦ 9-ᓂᒃ
ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᓂᒃ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᕐᒥᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥᑦ
ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᑦ ᓯᑯᒥᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᐸᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ
ᑕᖅᑭᓄᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓄᑦ. ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥᒃ
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᒐᒥᒃ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔪᖅ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᒃ
ᐊᑐᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ, ᑕᒪᓐᓇᓗ
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓪᓚᕆᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᓕᒃ ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᓄᑦ
ᓄᓇᕘᒥᑦ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᑐᕙᖅ. 

ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᑦ ᐅᑭᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᓇᒧᕈᓘᔭᖅ ᓇᕈᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᓐᖏᑦᑐᓄᑦ. ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐃᑦ ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᑦ
ᐅᖅᑯᒨᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᑮᓪᓗᑎᒃ
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥᑦ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓘᑉ ᓂᒋᐊᓂᑦ
ᑕᓯᐅᔭᕐᓗᐊᓪᓗ ᐱᖓᓐᓇᖓᓐᓂᒃ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ, 
ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᖅ ᓂᐅᕙᓐᓛᓐᑦᒧᑦ
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ, ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᒃᑯᑦ
ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᐸᐅᖓ ᖁᒻᒧᑦ
ᕿᑭᖅᑕᑯᓱᒃ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᐅᓪᔅᒥᐅᒧᑦ. 

Of the 12 birds with transmitters, 9 returned 
to Baffin Island the following summer and 8 
birds nested successfully. The three other 
transmitters stopped moving during the 
winter. We recovered one transmitter from 
an owl found dead on Baffin Island. The 
other two transmitters were not recovered 
and may have fallen off the birds. Given the 
high nesting success of females with 
transmitters they appear to have no 
negative effects on owls.

ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᖅ ᑎᒻᒥᐊᖑᕗᖅ ᕿᒫᓴᕋᐃᖢᑎᒃ
ᓇᒧᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᓇᕈᑦᑕᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᓱᒪᓇᓐᖏᑦᑐᓄᑦ. 
ᐊᐅᔭᖓᒍᑦ 2007-ᒥᑦ, 12-ᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᓇᓪᓗᓐᓂᒃ
ᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᒃ ᐅᑉᐱᔾᔪᐊᓂᒃ ᖁᒻᒧᑦᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒃᑯᑦ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᕈᑎᓂᒃ ᑐᓂᐊᒍᑦ. ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᐅᑉ
ᐊᑭᐊᓂᑦ. ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᖢᑎᒍᑦ ᓇᒧᑦ
ᓅᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᑦ, ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᖢᑎᒍᑦ ᐅᑮᕝᕕᖏᑦ
ᓄᓇᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖓᓯᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᐱᑭᐅᖏᑦ
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦᑕᕌᖓᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᕚᓪᓕᖅᖢᑎᒍᑦ. 

ᖁᒻᒧᑦᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ ᐃᓪᓕᕆᔭᕗᑦ 12-ᖑᓚᐅᖅᖢᑎᒃ, 
9-ᖑᔪᑦ ᐅᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᕿᑭᖅᑳᓗᒻᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 8-ᖑᔪᑦ
ᐃᕙᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐱᐊᕋᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ. ᐱᖓᓱᑦ
ᖁᒻᒧᑦᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓈᓚᐅᑏᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ
ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ. ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᑐᖁᖓᔪᒥᒃ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑕᕗᑦ
ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓘᑉ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖓᓐᓂᑦ. ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᖁᒻᒧᑦᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔫᒃ
ᓈᓚᐅᑏᒃ ᓇᓂᔭᐅᓚᐅᓐᖐᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᑕᒐᓱᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ
ᑎᖕᒥᐊᓂᒃ. ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᐊᕐᓇᕐᓗᐃᑦ ᐃᕙᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᑦ
ᑲᔪᓯᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᒻᒪᑕ ᖃᐅᔨᔭᕗᑦ ᖁᒻᒧᑦᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ
ᐊᕝᕕᐊᕈᑎᓐᖏᑦᑐᑦ.

Snowy Owls showed large individual 
variation in their fall movements. Most owls 
moved south but still wintered in the Arctic 
around south Baffin Island and west Hudson 
Bay. However, one owl migrated to 
Newfoundland, one to north-central United 
States and one went up to Ellesmere Island. 

Six out of nine birds monitored in the 
Eastern Arctic used the sea-ice during the 
winter for up to three months. This is the 
first study showing extensive use of the 
marine environment in winter, which may 
be an important wintering habitat of owls in 
Nunavut.


